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Heikki E.S. Mattila, University of Lapland, Finland

‘Professor Mattila has gone beyond national borders in this book, and has
shown us how the legal language of the principal legal systems — continental
law and common law — share a similar set of diachronic and synchronic
features. What is also refreshing in this book is not only the discussion of
the linguistic dynamics of European Community law, but also the analysis
of Latin as a linguistic basis of both legal systems.

Dennis Kurzon, Haifa University, Israel

‘An excellent work of synthesis...the author bring[s] together pieces of

knowledge and studies of diverse origins which, gathered and analyzed

in the book, permit us to get an overall picture of an essential subject

from the point of view of formal language usages in advanced societies.
Language and Law

*...solid foundation for a novel discipline...this book is useful, most reliable
and it deserves the attention of both legal translators and comparative
lawyers, for whom it is a very valuble contribution.

Zeitschrift fiir Vergleichende Rechtswissenschaft

“...an important and compelling examination of the development of legal
languages...It deserves the attention of anyone concerned with the role of
language in the practice of the law...and anyone motivated by the detailed
exploration of linguistics in varied contexts, from law to politics.

Law & Politics Book Review

“...students of law and linguistics will find a great deal of valuable
information in Comparative Legal Linguistics. The same applies to
researchers...[and] working lawyers and translators... The combination
of language, comparative law and legal history in Comparative Legal
Linguistics are blended into a thought-provoking whole!

LSP & Professional Communication

he language of law reflects the overlapping, competing and co-existing

nature of legal discourse: its form both the product of its linguistic
history and a response to the fluidity of legal culture. This book examines
legal language as a language for special purposes, evaluating the functions
and characteristics of legal language and the terminology of law. Using
examples drawn from major and lesser legal languages, it examines the
major legal languages themselves, beginning with Latin through German,
French and English. Each chapter includes a historical overview of the
growth of the language, its international use, its coherence in the various
countries using it and its relationship to cognate legal languages. Where
relevant, the characteristics of legal cultures are described to explain the
features of the legal language.

This is a valuable resource for students,

researchers and practitioners in the areas a)
of comparative law, legal theory, semiotics
and linguistics.
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